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and of Louis Bonaparte of Holland (1810).    This
being so, Parliament (said Ministers) would not
consent  to  ratify   Queen   Victoria's   abdication.
This was one reason ; the other was more tangible,
but equally futile.   Upon ascending the throne
the Queen had consented to relinquish the here-
ditary revenues of the Crown,  which  her pre-
decessors  had   enjoyed,   on  condition   that   the
nation provided her with an annual Civil List.
At first (in 1837) this was a good arrangement
for the country, but, in course of time, it proved
the reverse of beneficial, inasmuch as the Civil
List considerably exceeded the Crown revenues.
As Queen Victoria entered into this arrangement
only for  herself,  leaving  it  to  her   successor's
choice to continue it or not, it was contended by
Ministers in 1897 that Her Majesty's abdication
would have the effect of raising grave questions
in Parliament.   The Queen acted on the advice
of her Ministers, but was grieved at finding herself
once more the victim of the Constitution,  and
the nation learnt that Her Majesty had entered
upon the seventh decade of her reign with the
firm  intention   of   dying   Queen.    So   Ministers
triumphed*   Their real reason for acting as they
did was that they wished to retain that freedom
of action which  they  enjoyed  under  the  late
Queen, with whom they could take things easily.
It is probable that with the advent of Edward vn.
they will find things different.
Events did not, perhaps, altogether belie
that prophecy; for " The Strong Man of Marl-
borough House" became "The Strong Man of
Buckingham Palace."
.Generosity of spirit and a will strong as iron